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ACT . 
8 (© ENE I. Lovs 6010's lac: 


Larpzr, RAMILLIE, 


f 


—— 'LL hear no more. Perfidious 
— 2, fellow ! Have I for thee ſlighted 
ſo many good matches? Have I 
| for thee turn'd off Sit Oliver's 
| EE fteward, and my Lord Landy's 
WF. and ſeveral others thy 4 ? and al to be 
affronted in ſo public a manner? ** 
Ram. Do but hear me, Madam. 
Lap, If thou wouldſt have neglected me, was 
there nobody elſe to dance a minuet with, but Mrs. 
Suſan Croſs ſtitch, whom. you know to. be my utter 


werben, Sh. 
N 'B | any 


- - 


2 . 
Ram. Curſe on all balls! Henceforth J ſhall hate 
the ſound of a violin. . 

Lap. I have more reaſon, I am ſure, after hav- 
ing been the jeſt of the whole company. What 
muſt they think of me, when they ſee you, after I 
have countenanc'd your addreſſes, in the eye of the 
world, take out another lady before me ? 

Ram. I'm ſure the world muſt think worſe of me, 
did they imagine, Madam, I could prefer any other 
to you. „ 

E None of your wheedling, Sir! that won't 
do. If you ever hope to to me more, let me 
ſee you affront the little minx in the next aſſembly 
you meet her. | 4 

Ram. T'l do it. And, luckily, you know we are 
to have 4 ball at Lord Landy's the firſt night he 
lies out of town; where I'll give your revenge ample 
ſatisfaction. 

Lap. On that condition, I pardon you this time: 


But if ever you do the like 
Ram. May I be baniſh'd 4 ever from thoſe dear 
eyes, and turn'd out of the family while you live 


in it! ; 
SCENES i 
LAPPET, WHEEDLE, RAMILLIZ« 


Wheed. Dear Mrs. Lappet ! 

Lap. My dear, this is extremely kind. 
N beed. It is what all your acquaintance muſt do, 
that expect to ſee you; it is in vain to hope for the 
„ 
Lap. Nay, dear creature, now you are barbarous. 

My young lady has ſtaid at home ſo much, I have 

not had one moment to myſelf; the firſt time I had 

gone out, I am ſure, Madam, would haye been to 
Mit on Mrs. Wheedl, oo ie 2 
/ : * 4 Wheed. | 


* T 570 M 1 S E R. 3 
heed. My dy has ſtaid at home too pretty much 
lately: Oh! Mr, Ramillie, are you confined too? 
Your maſter does not ſtay at home, I am ſure. He 
can find the way to our houſe, tho you can't. 

Ram. That is the only happineſs, Madam, I envy 
him : but, faith, I don t know how it is in this par- 
liament-time : one's whole days are ſo taken up in 
the court of Requeſts, and one's evenings at qua- 
drille, that duce take me, if I have ſeen one opera 
ſince I came to town, Oh! now I mention operas, 
if you have a mind to ſee Cato, I believe I can ſteal 
my maſter*s ſilver ticket; for I know he is engaged 
with ſome gentlemen to-morrow, who never leave 
their bottle for muſic. 

Lap. Ah! the ſavages! 

Wheed. No one can fay that of you, Mr. Ramil- 
lie; you prefer muſic to every thing 

Ram. But the ladies [ Bell rings]. So, there's 
my ſummons. - 

Lap. Well, but ſhall we never have a party at 
quadrille more? | 

Wheed. O, don't name it: I have work'd my eyes 
out ſince I faw you ; for my lady has taken a whim 
of flouriſhing all her old pinners, and cambrick hand- 
kerchiefs. In ſhort, my dear, no journeywoman 
ſempſtreſs is half ſo much a ſlave as Iam. | 

Lap. Why do you ſtay with her? | 

Mbeed. La, child, where can one better one's ſelf? 
All the ladies of our acquaintance are juſt the ſame : 
beſides, there are ſome little things that make amends ; 
my lady has a whole train of admirers. 

Ram. That, Madam, is the only circumſtance 
wherein ſhe has the honour of reſembling you 7 
rings. louder]. You hear, Madam, I am obliged to 
leave you—[ Bell rings] So, ſo, 1 would the bell 


: were in Tear 21 9 Exit milie. 
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LayPzT, WHEEDLE. 


Lap. Oh! Wheedle, I am quite ſick of this fa- 
mily. The old gentleman grows more covetous 
every day he lives. Every thing is under lock and 
key; I can ſcarce aſk you to eat or drink. ö 

Mbeed. Thank you, my dear; but I have drank 
half a dozen diſhes of chocolate already this morning. 

Lap. Well; but, my dear, I have a whole budget 
of news to tell you. I have made ſome notable diſ- 
coveries. 

Wheed. Pray let us hear em; I have ſome ſecrets 
of our family too, which you ſhall know by- and- by. 
What a pleaſure there is in having a friend to tell 
theſe things to | | 

Lap. You know, my dear, laſt ſummer my young 
lady had the misfortune to be overſet in a boat be- 
tween Richmond and Twickenham; and that a 
certain young gentleman, plunging immediately 
into the water, ſaved her life at the hazard of his 
own.——Oh I ſhall never forget what a figure ſhe 
_ at her return home, ſo wet, ſo draggled, ha, 

2 a: , 
M beed. Yes, my dear, I know how all your fine 

ladies look, when they are never ſo little diſordered — 
they have no need to be ſo vain of themſelves. 

Lap. You are no ſtranger to my maſter's way 
of rewarding people. When the poor gentleman 
brought Miſs home, my maſter meets *em at the 
door; and, without aſking any queſtions, very 
civilly ſhuts it againſt him. Well, for a whole fort- 
=—_ 7 . was continually entertain*d with 
the young ſpark's bravery, and gallantry, and gene- 
roſity, and beauty. * * a 
MN beed. 


Af MIS ER. 5 
Wheed. T can eaſily gueſs ; I ſuppoſe ſhe was ra- 
ther warm'd than cool'd by the water. Fhrefe 
mi all their pride, are made of juſt 
the ſame fleſn and blood that we are. 


5 


* 


Lap. About a month ago, my young lady goes 
to the play in an undreſs, and takes me with her. We 


ſat in Burton's box: where, as the devil would have 


ic, whom ſhould we meet but this very gentleman 
Her bluſhes ſoon diſcovered to me who he was. In 
ſhort, the gentleman entertain'd her the whole play; 
and I much miſtake, if ſhe was ever ſo agreeably 
entertain'd in her life. Well, as we were going out, 
a fellow was rude to my lady; upon which her 
champion fell upon him, and did ſo maul him—My 
lady fainted away in my arms; bus as ſoon as ſhe 
came to herſelf had you ſeen how ſhe look*d on 
lim! Ah Sir, faid ſhe, in a mighty pretty tone, 
jure you were born for my deliverance. He handed 
her into a Hackney-coach, and ſet us down at home. 
From this moment, letters began to fly on both ſides. 
Wheed. You took care to ſee the poſt paid, I ſup- 
e 


Never fear that; but this houſe holds not 
me after this diſcovery. 
Iheed. I think you have no great reaſon to la- 
ment the loſs of a place where the maſter keeps his 
own keys. 


Lap. The devil take the firſt inventor of locks, 


I fay : but, come, my dear; there is one key, which 
J keep; and that, I believe, will furniſh us with 


ſome ſweet-meats. So if you will walk in with me, 


I'll tell you a ſecret, which concerns your family: it 


is in your power, perhaps, to be ſerviceable to me. 
I hope, my dear, you will keep theſe ſecrets ſafe; 
for one would not have it known, that one publiſhes 
all the affairs of a family while one ſtays in it. 
[ Exeunt, 
62 SCENE 
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SCENE IV. 
) 
LovEcoLD, RAMILLIE. 1 
Love. Anſwer me not, fellow; but get you out 


of my houſe. 6 , 
Ram. Sir, I am your ſon's ſervant, and not yours; 
and I won't go out of the houſe, Sir, ers I am 
turn'd out by my proper. maſter, Sir. 4 
Love. Sirrah, I'll turn your maſter out after you, 
like an extravagant rogue as he is. He has no need 
' of a ſervant, while he is in my houſe, And here 
he dreſſes a fellow at more expence than a prudent 
man might cloathe a large family at! It is plain enough 
what he keeps you for; but I will have no ſpy up- 
on my affairs, no raſcal continually prying into 4 
my actions, devouring all I have, and hunting abd 
in every corner to ſee what he may ſteal. 1 
Kam. A likely thing indeed, to ſteal from a man 
that locks up every thing, and ſtands centry upon it 
day and night | 
Love. I'm all over in a ſweat for fear this fellow 
ſhould ſuſpect ſomething of my money [A/ide]. 
Harkee, raſcal, come hither. I would adviſe you 
not to run about the town, and tell every-body you 
meet, that I have money hid. 
Ram, Why, have you any money hid, Sir ? 
Love. No, ſirrah; I don't ſay I have: but you 
may raiſe ſuch a report, nevertheleſs. _ 
Ram. Tis equal to me, whether you have money 
hid or no, ſince I cannot find it. 
Tove. D'ye mutter, firrah ? Get you out of my 
houſe, I fay ; get you out this inſtant. 
Ram, Well, Sir, I am going. 
Love. Come back; let me deſire you to carry 
nothing away with you, | 
| | Ram, 


ao L E K 7 


Ram. ſhould I carry? | 

Love. That's what I would ſee ; theſe boot-ſleeves 
were certainly intended to be the rev&ivers of ſtolen 
goods; and I wiſh the taylor had been hanged, who 
invented them. Turn your pockets inſide out, if 
you pleaſe ; but you are too practiſed a rogue to put 
any thing there. Theſe damn'd bags have had ma- 
ny a good «thing in them, I warrant you. 

Rgm. Give me my bag, Sir! I am in the moſt 
danger of. being robb'd. 

Love. Come, come, be honeſt, and return what 

thou haſt taken from me. 

Ram. Ay, Sir, that I could do with all my i 3 
for J have taken b from you but * boxes 
3 A d haſf eally ſtol 

Love. An ou really ſtolen n . 

Ram. No, really, Sir. ohing 
Love. Then go out of my houſe while 'tis all well, 
and go to the devil. 

Ram. Ay, any-where from ſuch an old covetous 
curmudgeon (Aude). =; [Exit Ramillie. 

Love. So, there's one plague . N 1 
N a viſit to the caſket, 5 . 


SCENE v. As 
tY 


4 Loyzcouv, Far DERJ G PO 

 Zove:-In han, I anti fd ſome ſafer Wy 10 de- 
poſit thoſe, three thouſand guineas in, which 1 re- 
ceived yeſterday. Three thouſand guineas are a 
-fum—Oh heavens! I have betray'd myſelf! my 
paſſion has tranſported me to talk aloud, 2 I have 
been overheard.— How now ? what's the matter? 
Fred. The matter, Sir! 

Love. Yes, the matter, Sir. ' ſuppoſe you can 
repeat more of my words than theſe: I ſuppoſe you 
have overheard — Fred. 


s*s Ve MIS fg * 
Fred. What, Sir? * 


Love. What I was juſt now ſaying. 
Fred. Pardon me, Sir; I really did not. 
Love. Well, I ſee you did overhear ſomething, 
and ſo I will tell you the whole: I was ſaying to 
myſelf, in this great frarcity of money, hat à hap- 
pineſs it would be to have three thouſand guinegs by 
one. I tell you this, that you might not miſunder- 
ſtand me, and imagine that I faid I had three thou- 
ſand guineas ! | a 
Fred: I enter not into your affairs, Sir. 
Love. Ah! would I had thoſe three thouſand 
guineas |! : . * ä 
Fred. In my opinion —_ 1, 
— — — — uld make my affairs extremely * 
re it is in you er; 
all the 1 3 9 
Love. I raiſe em! I raiſe three thouſand guineas 
eaſily ! My children are my enemies, and 
will by their way of talking, and by the extravagant 
expences they run into, be the occaſion, that, one 
of theſe days, ſomebody will cut my throat, imagin- 
ing me to be made up of nothing but guineas. 
Fred. What expence, Sir, do I run into? 
Love. How have you the aſſurance to aſk me that, 
Sir, when if one was but to pick thoſe fine feathers 
of yours off, from head to foot, one might purchaſe 
a very comfortable annuity out of them? A fellow 
here, with a very good fortune upon; his back, won- 
ders that he is call'd extravagant Pin ſhort; Sir, you 
muſt rob me to appear in this manner. 4 
Fred. How, Sir ! rob you? 20 
Love. Ay, Sir, rob me! or how could you ſup- 
port this extravagan cee 
Fred. Alas! Sir, there are fifty young fellows of 
. Sod my 
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any acquaintance, that ſupport greater extravagances, 
and no one knows how, Ah! Sir, there are ten 
thouſand pretty ways of living in this town, with- 
out robbing one's father. 

Love. What neceſſity is there for all that lace upon 
your coat ? and all bought at the firſt Hand too, I 
warrant you | If you will be fine, 1s there not ſuch 


a place as Monmouth-{treet in this town, where a 


man may buy a ſuit for the third part of the ſum 
which his taylor demands ? And then periwigs ! 
what need has a man of periwigs, when he may 
wear his own hair ? I dare ſwear, a good periwig 
can't coſt leſs than fifteen or twenty ſhillings. But I 
will ſay no more of this; for J have an affair of con- 
ſequence to mention to you. Pray, ſon; you, who 
are a fine gentleman, and converſe much among the 
ladies, what think you of a certain young lady call'd 
Mariana ? 

Fred. Mariana, Sir | 

Love. Ay, what do you think of her ?: 

Fred. Think of her, Sir! 

Love. Why do you repeat my words ? Ay, what 
do you think of her?! 

Fred. Why, I think her the moſt charming wo- 
man in the worle. 
Love. Would ſhe not be a moſt deſirable match ? 

Fred. So deſirable, that I think her huſband will 
be the happieſt of mankind: 
Love. Does ſhe not promiſe to an a good 
houſewife ? | 
Fred. Oh! the beſt houſewife upon earth, | 
Love. Might not a huſband, think you, live yery 
ealy and happy with her ? 

Fred. Doubtlels, Sir. 

Love. There is one thing I am a little ali of; ; 
that is, that ſhe has not quite ſo much fortune as one 


m _ expect, 7 
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Fred. Oh ! Sir, conſider but her merit, and you 
may eaſily make an abatement in her fortune, * For 
heaven's fake, Sir, don't let that prevent your de- 
ſign. Fortune is nothing, compared with her beauty 
and merit. 

Tove. Pardon me there. However, perhaps there 
may be ſome matters found, to make up ſome little 
deficiency; and if you would oblige your father, 
and retrench your extravagancies on this occaſion, 
perhaps the difference in ſome time might be made 
up. | u 
Deed. My deareſt father, I'll bid adieu to all ex- 
travagance for ever. 

Love. Thou art a dutiful good boy; and ſince I 
find you have the ſame ſentiments with me, provided 
ſhe can but make out a pretty tolerable fortune, I am 
een reſolv*d to marry her. So, Frederic, come 
along with me: I'll find her out, and declare my 
reſolution to her out of hand. 

Fred. Confuſion! I am ruin'd and undone ! 

(Afide, as be follows bis father out.) 


SCENE. VI. 
3 Ranis, LAP PET. 


Lap. This was indeed a moſt unlucky accident. 
However, I dare lay a wager, I ſhall ſucceed better 
with him, and get ſome of thoſe guineas you would. 
have borrow'd. 

Ram. 1 am not to learn now Mrs. Lappet's — 
terity ; but, if you get any thing out of him, I ſhall 
think you a match for the devil. Sooner than to ex- 
tract gold from him, I would engage to extract re- 
ligion from an hypocrite, honeſty from a lawyer, 
health from a phyſician, ſincerity from a courtier, 
or modeſty from a poet. I think, my dear, you 
have liv'd. = —__ in this houſe to know, that 


ue | 
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gold is a very dear commodity here. But here he 
comes; and, if you get a ſhilling from him, I'll 
marry you without any other . [Exit Ram. 


S C E. N E VII. 
LAPPET, Lovz COL p. 


Love. Alls well hitherto; my dear money is fate, 
Is it you, Lappet ? 


Lap. I ſhould rather aſk, if it is you, Sir. Why, 


you look ſo young and handſome | 

Love. Do I? do 1? 

Lap. Why, you grow younger and younger every 
day, Sir; you never look'd half ſo young in your 
life, Sir, as you do now. Why, Sir! I know fifty 
young fellows of five-and-twenty, that are older than 
you are, 

Love. That may be, Lappet, that may be, conſider- 
ing the lives they lead; and yet I am a good ten 
years above fifty. 

Lap. Well, — what s ten years above fifty ? "Tis 
the very flower of a man's age. Why, Sir, you are 
in the very prime of your 


Love. 
but I am afraid, if I old take off twenty. years, 


it would do me no harm with the ladies, Lappet. 
But how go on our affairs with Mariana ? Have you 


mention'd any thing about what her mother can give 
her ? for now-a-days nobody marries a woman, un- 


leſs ſhe brings ſomething with her beſides a petticoãt. 
Lap. Sir, why, Sir! this young lady will be worth 
to you, as good a thouſand pounds a year as ever 


was told 
Love. How! a thouſand pounds a year | 


Lap. Yes, Sir | there's, in the firſt place, the ar- 


ticle of a table ; ſhe has a very little ſtomach ; ſhe 


does not eat above an ounce in a fortnight : then, 
C 2 as 


ery true, very —52 as to underſtanding; 
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12 be HIS E X. 
as to the quality of what ſhe eats, you'll have no need 
of a French cook upon her account: as for ſweet- 
meats, ſhe mortally hates them. So there is the ar- 
ticle of deſſerts wip'd off all at once You'll have no 
need of a gonfectioner, who'd be continually bring- 
ing in bills for preſerves, conſerves, biſcuits, comfit, 
and gellies, of which half a dozen ladies would 
ſwallow you ten pounds worth at a meal. This, I 
think, we may very modeſtly reckon at two hundred 
unds a year at leaſt. Item, for cloaths : ſhe has 
— bred up at ſuch a plainneſs in them, that, ſhould 
we allow but for three birth- night ſuits a year ſav'd, 
which are the leaſt a town-lady would expect; there 
go a good two hundred pounds a year more: for 
Jewels, of which ſhe hates the very ſight, the year's 
intereſt of what you muſt lay out in them, would 
amount to one hundred pounds. Laſtly, ſhe has an 
utter deteſtation for play, at which I have known 
ſeveral moderate ladies loſe a good two thouſand 
pounds a year, Now, let us only take the fourth part 
of that, which amounts to five hundred; to which 
if we add two hundred on the table-account, two 
hundred pounds in cloaths, and one hundred pounds 
in jewels, there is, Sir, your thouſand pounds a year 
in hard money. 
Love. This is downright raillery, Lappet, to 
make me up a fortune out of the expences ſhe won't 
Put me to! But there is one thing that diſturbs me. 
You know this girl is young ; and young people ge- 
| nerally love one another's company. It would ill 
agree with a perſon of my temper, to keep an aſ- 
ſembly for all the young rakes and flaunting girls in 
town. | 
Lap. Ah, Sir, how little do you know of her! 
This is another particularity I had to tell you of ; ſhe 
has a moſt terrible averſion for all young people, and 
loves none but perſons of your years. I would ad- 
Es vil 
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viſe you above all things not to too youn 
She inſiſts on ſixty at leaſt. appear 1 "og 

Love. This humour is a little ſtrange, methinks. 

Lap. She carries it farther, Sir, than can be 
imagined. She has in her chamber ſeveral pictures; 
but what doyou think they are ? None of your ſmock- 

fac'd young fellows, your Adonis's, your Cephalus's, 
your Paris's, and your Apollo's ! No, Sir; you ſee 
nothing there but your handſome figures of Saturn, 
king Priam, old Neſtor, and ** father 1 
upon his ſon's ſhoulders. 
Tove. Admirable! this is more than I 0 have 
hoped. To ſay the truth, had I been a woman, I * 
ſhould never have loved young fellows. 

Lap. I believe you. Pretty ſort of ſtuff, indeed, 
to be in love with! pretty maſters, with their fine 
complexions, and their fine feathers ! 

_— Now, do you really think me pretty tole- 
e 
Lap. Tolerable ! you are beautiful. If your 
picture was drawn by a good hand, it would be in- 
valuable! Turn — a little, if you pleaſe. There 
What can be more charming? Let me ſee you walk. 
There's a perſon for you, tall, ſtrait, free, and 
degagee ! Why, Sir, you have no fault about you. 

Love. Not many; hem! hem! not many; only 
a few rheumatic pains now-and-then, and a ſmall 
catarrh, that ſeizes me ſometimes. . | 

Lap. Ay, Sir, that's nothing: your catarrh fits 
well En you, and you cough with a very good 
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Tos But tell me, What does Mariana ſay of my 
perſon? 

Lap. She has a particular pleaſure in talking of it; 

and I aſſure you, Sir, I have not been backward on 

all ſuch occalions to blazon forth your merit, and 

to 
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world to you. 
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to make her ſenſible how advantageous a match you! 


will be to her, 
| Love. You did very well: and I am obliged to 


2 Lap. But, Sir, I have a ſmall favour to aſk of 
you.—l have a law-ſuit depending, which I am on 
the very brink of loſing for want of a little money 
[He looks gravely]; and you couldiealily procure my 
ſucceſs, if you had the leaſt friendſhip for me. You 
can't imagine, Sir, the pleaſure ſhe has in talking 


of you [He looks pleas d — how you will de- 
light, how your venerable mien will charm her ! She 


% will never be able to withſtand you !—But, indeed, 


Sir, this law-ſuit will be of a terrible conſequence 
to me [He looks grave again]. I am ruin'd, if 1 
loſe it ; which a very ſmall matter might prevent.. 
Ah! Sir! had you but ſeen the raptures, with which 
ſhe has heard me talk of you! [He reſumes his gai- 
ety] How pleaſure ſparkled 3 in her eyes, at the reci- 
tal of your good qualities! In ſhort, to diſcover a a 
ſecret to you, which I promiſed to conceal, I have 
work'd up her imagination, till ſhe is downright 
impatient of having the match concluded. 

Love. Lappet, you have acted a very friendly 
part; and I own I have all the obligations in the 


Lap. I beg you would give me this little affiſt- 
ance, Sir [He looks ſerious] : It will ſet me on my 
feet, and I ſhall be eternally obliged to you. 

Love. Farewel : Pll go and finiſh my diſpatches. 

| Lap. I aſſure you, Sir, you could never aſſiſt me 


in a greater neceſſity. 
Love. I muſt give mon order about a particular 


affair 


Lap. I would not i ne you, Sir, if 1 was 
not farc'd by the laſt 


Love. 1 — che X about turning my coat. 
Don't 
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Don't you think this coat will loo well a> 
turn'd, and with new buttons, for a wedding · ſuit ? 

Lap. For pity-ſake, Sir, don't refuſe me this 
ſmall favour : "7 ſhall be undone, indeed, Sir! If it 
were but ſo ſmall a matter as ten pounds, Sir! 

Love. I think I hear the taylor's voice. 

Lap. If it were but five pounds, Sir; but three 
pounds ; nay, a ſingle guinea would be of ſervice for 
a day or two. [As he offers to go out, on either 

fide, ſhe intercepts bim. 

Love. 1 muſt go; I can't ſtay. Hark there ſome- 
body calls me. I am very much 1 to you ; 
noone: 1 am very much , Me 


from the other ſide. A 
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AC Tr 
SCENE L 
RAMILLIE, LAPPET. 


ELL, Madam, what ſucceſs? Have ! 
W been a falſe prophet? and have you 
come at the old hunks's purſe? or have I ſpoken 
like an oracle? and is he as cloſe- fiſted as uſual ? 

Lap. Never was a perſon of my function ſo uſed! 
All my rhetoric avail'd nothing. While I was talk- 
ing to him about the lady, he ſmil'd, and was 
pony „ but the moment I mention'd money to 

im, his countenamce chang'd, and he underſtood 
not one word that I ſaid. But now, Ramillie, 
what do think this affair is, that I am tranſacting? 

Ram. Nay, Mrs. Lappet, now you are putting 
too ſevere a taſk upon me. How is it poſſible, in 
the vaſt variety of affairs, which you honour, that I 
ſhould be able to gueſs, which is ſo happy as to 
employ your immediate thoughts ? 

Lap. Let me tell you then, ſweet Sir, that I Mm 
tranſacting an affair between your maſter's miſtreſs, 
and his father. | 

Ram. What affair, pr*ythee ? 

Lap. What affair ſhould it be, but the old one, 
matrimony ? In ſhort, your maſter and his father 
are rivals. | | 
Ram. I am glad ont, M4 1 wiſh the old gentle- 
man ſucceſs with all my heart. 

> | Lap, 
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” Lap. How! are you your maſter's enemy ? 

Ram. No, Madam; I am ſo much his friend, 
that T had rather he ſhould loſe his miſtreſs, than 
his humble ſervant; which muſt be the caſe ; for 1 
am determined againſt a married family ; I will noc 
— a ſervant to any man, that is not his own ma- 

er. 

Lap. Why, truly, when one conſiders this tho- 
roughly, I muſt be of an opinion, that it would be 
more your maſter's. intereſt to be this lady's ſon- in- 
law, than her huſband ; for, in the firſt place, ſhe 
has but little fortune; and, if ſhe was once married 
to his ſon, I dare ſwear the old gentleman would ne- 
ver forgive the diſappointment of his love. 

Ram. And is the old gentleman in love? © 

Lap. Oh! profoundly ! delightiully ! Oh! that 
you had but ſeen him as I have! with his feet tot- 
tering, his eyes watering, his teeth chattering ; his 
old trunk was ſhaken with a fit of love, juſt as if it 
had been a fit of an agu. als 

Ram. He will have more cold fits than hot, I 
believe. 
Tap. Is it not more advantageous to him to have 
a mother-in-law, that ſhould open his father's heart 
to him, than a wife, that ſhould ſhut it againſt him? 
Beſides, it will be the better for us all; for, if the 
huſband were as covetous as the devil, he could not 
ſtop the hands of an extravagant wife : ſhe will al- 
ways have it in her power to reward them, who 
keep her ſecrets; and, when the huſband is old 
enough to be the wife's grandfather, ſhe has always 
ſecrets that are worth concealing, take my word for 
it. So I will ſet about that in earneſt, which I have 
hitherto intended only as a jeſt. 

Ram, Well, if you do ſucceed in this undertake: 
ing, you'll allow this, I hope, that I firſt put it into 


your head. 
D Lap. 
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Lap. Yes, it is true, you did mention it firſt; 
but I firſt thought of it, I am ſure: but I will not 
loſe a moment's time; for, notwithſtanding all I 
have ſaid, young fellows are devils : beſides, this 
has a moſt plauſible tongue ; and, ſhould he get ac- 
ceſs to Mariana, may do in a few minutes, what I 
ſhall never be able to undo as long as I live. 

| [Exit Lappet. 

Ram. There goes the glory of all chambermaids! 
She has art; but it is quite overſhadow*d by her va- 
nity: She will get the better of every one, but the 
parton that will condeſcend to praiſe her ; for, tho* 

e is a moſt mercenary devil, ſhe will ſwallow no 
bribe half ſo eagerly as flattery. The ſame pride, 
that warms her fancy, ſerves to cool her appetite : 
and therefore, tho* ſhe has neither virtue or beauty, 
her vanity gives her both ; and this is my miſtreſs. 
Pray, what am I in love with ? But that is a que- 
ſtion ſo few lovers can anſwer, that I will content 
myſelf with thinking I am in love with le Je ne ſear 
quoi. | 


SCENE I. 
FRED ERIC, RAMILLIE. 


Ram. 1 am glad you're come, Sir. I was juſt 
going to look for you; for, would you think it ? 
Mrs. Lappet is endeavouring to get your miſtreſs 
for the old gentleman.  - 

Fred. How ! Lappet my enemy! 

Kam. Sir, upon my honour it is true. She told 
it me in the higheſt confidence; a truſt, Sir, which 
nothing but the inviolable friendſhip I have for you, 
could have prevail'd with me to have broken. 

Fred. Sir, I am your moſt humble ſervant. I am 
infinitely obliged to your friendſhip, oO 


Ram, 
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Kam. Oh l but really I did withſtand pretty con- 
ſiderable offers; for, would you think it, Sir? the 
huſſy had the impudence to attempt to engage me 
too in the affair. I believe you would have been 

eas d to have heard the anſwer I gave her: Ma- 
dam, fays I, do you think, if I hed. no more ho- 
nour, I ſhould have no greater regard to my inter- 
eſt? It is my intereſt, Madam, fays I, tq be honeſt; 
for my maſter is a man of that generoſity, that libe- 
rality, that bounty, that I am ſure he will never ſuf- 
fer any ſervant of his to be a loſer, by being true 
to him. No, no, ſays I, let him alone for reward- 
ng his ſervant, when he is well aſſured of his fide- 
ity. 

Fred. No demands now, Ramillie ! I ſhall find a 
time to reward you. 

Ram. That was what I told her, Sir. Do you 
think, ſays I, that this old raſcal (I aſk your par- 
don, Sir), that this hunks, my maſter's father, will 
live for ever? And then, ſays I, do you think my 
maſter will not remember his old friends ? 

Fred. Well; but, dear Sir, let us have no more 
of your rhetoric. —Go, and fetch Lappet hither, Pl 
try if I can't bring her over. 

Ram. Bring her over! A fig for her, Sir! I have 
a plot worth fifty of yours : I'll blow her up with 


your 5 85 I'll make him believe ut the * 


of every word ſhe has told him. 

Fred. Can you do that ? 

Ram. Never fear it, Sir; III ata my lyes 
keep even pace with hers: but, Sir, I have EE 
plot: I don't queſtion but, before you ſleep, I ſhall 
pa you in poſſeſſion of ſome thouſands o your fa- 
ther's money. 

Fred. He has done all to provoke me to it; but 
I am afraid, that will be carrying the jeſt too far. 


* Sir, 1 * undertake to make it out, chat 
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robbing him is a downright meritorious act: beſides, 
Sir, if you have any qualms of conſcience, you,may 
return it him again: your having poſſeſſion of it, 
will bring him to any terms. 9 
Fired. Well, well, I believe there is little danger 
of ſtealing any thing from him. So about the firſt 
affair : it 1s that only that cauſes my preſent pain. 

| Ram. Fear nothing, Sir, whilſt Ramillie is your 
friend. "AX [Exit Ramillie. 


SCENS IH. 


J 


FED ERIC, LA PET. 


Lap. Hey-day, Mr. Frederic! you ſtand with 
your arms acroſs, and look as melancholy, as if 
there was a funeral going on in the houſe, inſtead 
of a wedding. 

Fred. This wedding, Madam, will prove the oc- 
caſion of my funeral. I am obliged to you for be- 
ing inſtrumental to it. 

Lap. Why, truly, if you conſider the caſe rightly, 
I think you are: it will be much more to your in- 
tereſt | | | 

Fred. Miſtreſs, undo immediately, what you have 
done ; prevent this match which you have forward- 
ed; or, by all the devils that 1 abit that hgart of 
yours | 0 wu 

Lap. For heaven's ſake, Sir! you do not intend 
to kill me ? LE; 

Fred. What could tempt your villainy to endea- 
vour to rob me of the woman I doat on more than 
life? What could urge thee, when I truſted thee 
with my paſſion, when I have paid the moſt extra- 
vagant uſury for money to bribe thee to be my 
friend, what could ſway you to betray me? 

Lap. Indeed, Sir, what I have done was in- 
tended for your ſervice. | Fred. 
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Fred. It is in vain to deny it: I know thou haſt 
as d gy. utmoſt art to perſuade my e into this 


"Lap. If I did, Sir, it was all with a view cowards 
your intereſt : if I have done any thing to prevent 
your having her, it was becauſe I thought you would | 
do better without her. 

Fred. Wouldſt thou, to fave my life, tear out 
my heart? And doſt thou, like an impudent inqui- 
ſitor, while thou art ein me, aſſert iris for my 
own ſake? 

Lap. Be but appeaſed, Sir ! and let me recover 
out of this terrible tright you have put me into; and 
I will engage to make you eaſy yet: for I never yet 
did any thing ſo effectually, but that I have been ca- 
pable of undoing it; nor have I ever ſaid any thing 
ſo poſitively, but I have been able as poſitively to un- 
ſay it again. As for truth, I have neglected it ſo 
long, that J often forget which ſide of the queſtion it 
is of: beſides, TI look upon it to be ſo very inſignifi- 
cant towards ſucceſs, that I am indifferent whether i it 
it is for me or againſt'me. mg 

Fred. Let me intreat you, dear Madam, to loſe 
no time in informing me of your many excellent 
qualities; but confider how very precious our time 
is, ſince our marriage is intended this very wang 

Lap: That cannot be, nor ſhall it e. 

Fred. How | How will you prevent it? 

Lay. By an infallible rule I have. * But, Sir, there 
is a certain little word, call'd intereſt - ſhould not 
mention it to you, Sir, but that one really goes about 
a thing with ſo much a better will, and one has ſo 
much better luck in it too, when: one has got ſome 
little matter by it. 

Fred. Here, take all the maker I have in my 
pocket; and, on my marriage with VE thou 
ſhalt have fifty more. * 

Lap. 
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Lap. That is enough, Sir : 1 half- mar · 
2 already, I would unmarry _ 
— till L 2s about Oh! bl (Heb 
ning e gold to quicken a woman's ca 
But here — your miſtreſs Truſt here —_— 
and I'll do your buſineſs, I warrant you. - 
[Exif Frederic. 


SCENE IV. 


LAP ET, Manzans. 


Lap. Ha, ha, ha! and ſo you have perſuaded 
the old lady, that you really intend to have him 

Mar. J tell you, I do really intend to have him. 

Lap. Ha, ha, ha ! have him ! for what do vou 
intend to have him ? 

22 Haye I not told you already, that I intend 

marry him: 

TE Indeed vou will not. | 3 

Mar. How, Mrs. Impertinence | 

Lap. What ſhould you marry him for? As — 
his riches, you might as well think of going hungry 
to a fine entertainment, where you were ſure of not 
being ſuffer d to eat. The very income of y your own, 
fortune will be more than he I Alo 5 you, Adieu, 
fine cloaths, operas, plays, aſſemblies! Adieu, dear 
quadrille And to what have you ſacrificed all 
theſe? Not to a huſband; for, whatever you make 


ol him, you'll never make a huſband of — I'm 


ure. 

Mar. This is a liberty, Madam, I ſhall not al- 

how you: if 208: intend to ſtay in this houſe, you 

muſt leave off theſe fine airs you have lately given 

yourſelf Remember you are a ſervant here, and 

not a miſtreſs, as you have been ſuffered to affect. 
Lap. .You may lay aſide your airs too, good Ma- 
kt dam, 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
1 


ing fo good a man | ſo good a maſter {| Shots 
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dam, if you come to that: for, I ſhall not deſire to 
ſtay in this houſe, when you are miſtreſs of it. 

Mar. It will be prudent in you, not to put on your 
uſual inſolence to me; for, if you do, your maſter 
ſhall puniſh you for it. 

Lap. I have one comfort; he will not be able to 
puniſh me half ſo much as he will you. The worſt 

can do to me is to turn me out of the houſe ; but 
you he can keep in it. Wife to an old fellow! 
faugh ! [ Exit Mariana.]—I begin to doubt whether 
this ſweer-temper'd creature will not marry, in ſpite, 
at laſt. But Ihave a project with the old gentleman, 
that may prevent this match yet: and here he comes 
opportunely for my purpoſe. 


SCENE V. 
Langen Lovzcor p. 
Lap. Oh! unhappy creature that lam! what ſhall 
I do ? Whither ſhall I go ? 


Love. What's the matter, Lappet? * 
Lap. To have been innocently — js hy 


. 
Lap. 1 ee 155 raive myſelf; 1 ſhall n never 
outlive it ; I ſhall never cat, drink, N 
(Runs againſt bim) 
Love. One would think you were walking i in your 
ſleep now ! What can be the meaning of this? 


Tap. Oh! Sir! you 1 Sir ! and I am 
undone. 


Love. How! What! has any one robb'd me? 
have I loſt any thing ? 


* Lap. No, Sir; but you have got ſomething, 
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Love. What ? What ? 

Lap. A Wife, Sir. | 

J. ove. No; I have not yet—But why—— 
Lap. How, Sir, are you not married ? 


Love. No. 
Lap. That is the happieſt word I ever heard come 


out of your mouth. 
Love. I have, for ſome particular reaſons, put off 


the match for a few days. 
Lap. Yes, Sir; and, for ſome particular reaſons, 
you ſhall put off the match for a few years. | 


Love. What do you fay ? 
Lap. O! Sir, this affair has almoſt determin'd me 


never to engage in matrimonial matters again. I 
have been finely deceiv'd in this lady. I told you, 
Sir, ſhe had an eſtate; but I find it is all a cheat, 
Sir; the devil of any ſtate has ſhe. 

Love. How! not any eſtate at all! How can ſhe 


live then? 
Lap. Heaven knows how half the people i in this 


town live. 

Love. However, tis an excellent good quality to 
be able to live without an eſtate. She — can make 
ſomething out of nothing, will make a little go a 
great way. I am ſorry ſhe has no fortune; but, 
conſidering all her ſaving qualities, Lappet 

Lap. All an impoſition, Sir! Me is the moſt ex- 
rravagant creature upon earth. - 

Love. How | how! | 

Lap. I tell you, Sir, ſhe is extrayagance itſelf. 

Love. Is it poſſible, after what you told me ! 

Lap. Alas ! Sir, that was only a Cloak thrown 
over her real inclinations, + 

Love. How was it poſlible for you to be ſo de- 
ceived in her? 

Lap. Alas! Sir, ſhe would have' deceived any 
perſon upon earth, even yourſelf : for, Sir, during 

| a 


wa 
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a fortnight ſince you have been in love with her, ſhe 
has made it her whole bufineſs to conceal her extra- 


vagance, and appear thrifty, _ 

Love. That is a good ſign, tho Lappet, let me 
tell you; that is a good Nm. Right habits, as well 
as wrong, are got by affeding them. : And ſhe who 
could be thrifty a whole fortnight, gives lively hopes; 
fre ſhe may be brought to be 1o as long as ſhe 

ves. 

Lap. She 4 play, to diſtraction: it is the only 
vitble way ſhe has of living. 

Love. She muſt win then, Lappet; and play, 
= people play the beſt of the game, is no ſuch” 

very bad thing. Beſides, as ſhe plays only to ſup- 
ou herſelf ; when ſhe can be ſupported without it, 

e may leavEit off. 

Lap. To ſupport her extravagance in dreſs parti- 
cularly, don't you ſee, Sir, ſhe is dreſt out to-day. 
like a ptinceſs ? 

Love. It may be an effect of prudence in young 
woman to dreſs, in order to get her a huſband ; and 
as that 1s apparently her motive, when ſhe is mar- 
ried, that motive ceaſes ; and, to ſay the truth, ſha 

is in diſcourſt᷑ a very prudent young woman. 

Lap. Think of her extravagance, 

Love. A woman of the greateſt modeſty.” 

Lap. And extravagance. 

Love. She has really a very fine ſet of EY | 
Lap. She will have all the teeth out of your head. 
Love. I never ſaw finer eyes. 

Lap. She will eat yod but of houſe” and home: 

Love. Charming hair! 

Lap. She will ruin you. 

Tove. Sweet kiſſing lips, a white neck, and the 

fineſt ſhape that ever was embraced. 

| (Offers to catch 770 in bis arms. 


26 The MISER. | 

Lap. Oh! Sir, I am not the lady. Well, I fee 
you are determined on the match: fo, I deſire you 
would pay me my wages; I cannot bear to ſee the 
ruin w; a family, in which I have lived fo long, that 
I have contracted as great a friendſhip for it, as if it 
was my own: I can't bear to ſee waſte, riot, and 
extravagance ; to ſee all the wealth a poor, honeſt, 
induſtrious gentleman has been raiſing all his life- 
time, ſquander'd away, in a year or two, in feaſts, 
balls, muſic, cards, cloaths, jewels —— It would 
break my heart to ſee my poor maſter eat out 
by a ſet of ſingers, fidlers, milaners, mantua-makers, 
mercers, toymen, jewelers, fops, cheats, rakes —— 
To ſee his guineas fly about like duſt ; all his ready 
money paid in one morning to one tradeſman ; his 
whole ſtock in the funds ſpent in one half year; all 
his land ſwallowed down in another; all his old gold, 
nay, the very plate he has had in his family time 
out of mind, Which has deſcended from father to 
ſon ever ſince the flood, to ſee even that diſpoſed 
of! What will they have next, I wonder, when they 
have had all that he is worth in the world, and ſent 
the poor old man without any thing to furniſh his 
old age with the neceſſaries of life : Will they 
be contented then, or will they tear out his bowels, 
and eat them too? [ Both burſt into tears] The laws 
are cruel to put it in the power of a wife to ruin her 
huſband in this manner —— And will any man tell 
me, that ſuch a woman as this is handſome ?—— 
What are a pair of ſhining eyes, when they muſt be 
bought with the loſs of all (e's ſhining old gold? 

Love. Oh! my poor old gold! *s 

Lap. Perhaps ſhe has a fine ſet of teeth. 
Love. My poor plate, that I have hoarded with 
TS RIS, Tone 153 
2 Or I'll grant ſhe may have a moſt delicate 


Love. 
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Love. My dear lands and tenements ! 

Lap. What are the roſes in her cheeks, or lilies in 
her neck ? 

Love. My poor India bonds, bearing, at leaſt, 
three and a half per cent. 

Lap. A fine excuſe, indeed, when à man is r 
by his wife, to tell us, He has married a beauty! 

Love. I am yery much obliged to you, Lappet; 
indeed I am very much obliged to you. 

Lap. T am fare Sir, I have a very great ſatiſ⸗ 
faction in ſerving you; and J hope you will conſider 

of that little affair that I mentioned to q; co day, 
about my law-ſuir. . 

Love. I am very much obliged to you. q 

Lap. I you won't ſuffer me Jo be wuihe, 
when I have mrs you from i 1 
Tove. Hey! Apen deaf 5 

Lap. You know, Sir, that, in Wehrl 
money and right are always on the fame fi 


$7 Ay, ſo they are; very true; ſo are: 
therefore no one can take too mch care of his 


mone 

L 3 The fenaleſt i matter of money, Gir, vould 
do x. 'þ a great kindneſs. 

Love.' O ho! I have a very great kindneſs for 
you; indeed, I have a very great kindneſs for you. 

Lap. Duce take your kindneſs! I'm only loſing 
time; there's nothing to be got out of him. So Pl 
e' en to Frederic, and ſee what the report of my ſuc- 
ceſs will do there: Ah! would I were married to 
hich myſelftf!ññq)•6-. [Exit Lappet. 

Love. What a prodigious eſeape have I had! I 
cannot look at the Fo RD without bens * 


E 3 © CENE 


„ 5 
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SCENE VI. 
 LovecoLp; Rami. NN 


Love. Who is that? þ! is it you, ah? How 
dare you enter within theſe walls? 

Ram. Truly, Sir, I can ſcarcely e it to 
myſelf ; I think, after what has happen'd, you haye 
no great title to my friendſhip. But I don't know 
how it is, Sir, there is ſomething, or other about 
you, which ſtrangely engages my affections, and 
which, together with the friendſhip I haye for your. 
ſon, won't let me ſuffer you to be impoſed upon; 
and to prevent that, Sir, is the whole and. ſole de- 
ſign of my coming within your doors. Did not a 
certain lady, Sir, call'd Mrs. Lappet, Kn from 
you juſt now ? 

Love, What i if ſhe did, lurch? 

Kam. Has ſhe not been talking to you about a 
young lady, whoſe name is Mariana ? TH 

Love. Well, and what then? | 

| Ram. Why, then, Sir, every ſingle ſyllable ſhe 
has told you, has been neither more nor leſs, A 
moſt confounded lye, as is indeed every word ſhe 
ſays ; for I don't believe, upon a modeſt calculation, 
ſhe has told ſix truths ſince ſhe has been in the houſe: 
the is made up of lyes; her father was an attorney, 
and her mother was chambermaid to a maid of ho- 
nour. The firſt word ſhe ſpoke was a lye, and ſo 
will be the laſt. I know ſh&has pretended a vaſt 
affection for you, that's one he; and every ching 
ſne has ſaid of Mariana, is anoth 

Love. How! how! Are you 20 of this ? 

Ram. Why, Sir, ſhe and I laid the plot together : 


that one time, indeed, I myſelf was obliged to de- 


viate 
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viate from the truth; but it was with a good deſign. 
The jade pretended to me, that it was out of friend- 


b amc that it was becayſc ſhe thought 


Wi 
1 Sir; I know p b and at 
home; and that ſhe has friendſhi no one living 
but herſelf. Why, Sir, do but look at Mariana, 
Sir; and ſee, whether you can think her ſuch a ſort 
of woman, as ſhe has deſcrib'd her to you. 


Love. Indeed ſne has always appear'd to me in a 


different light. I do believe what you fay. IG 
jade has been brib'd by my ſon to impoſe upon 

1 forgive thee all that thou haſt done, er chi — ho 
1 1 I will go and deny every thing I ſaid to 
the lawyer, ind? put an end to every thing, this mo- 
ent. I knew 1 * was impoſſible ſhe could be ſuch a 

ſort of woman. [ Exit Lovegold. 
Ram. And I will go find out my maſter, and 

make him the happieſt of mankind, ſqueeze his 

e and then get en ee 


olour'd Hon 


not be at all to his intereſt. But, 
friendſhj 
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FrREDERIC, LAPPET. 


2 | 3 | 

Fred. J,\Xcellent Lappet! I ſhall never think I | 
have ſufficiently rewarded you, for what 

you have done. 8 
Lap. I have only done half the buſineſs. Yet I 
have, I believe, effectually broken off the match with 
your father. Now, Sir, I ſhall make up the matter 
between you and her. But, methinks, I want to 
have the hurricane begin, hugely. I am ſurpris'd 
they are not all together by the ears already. 


SCENE II. 


RAM IL L I E, FREDERIC, LaPPET. 


Gt 


Ram. Oh! Madam, I little expected to have 
found you and my maſter together, after what has 
happened; I did not think you had had the aſſure- 
ance 
Fred. Peace, Ramillie! all : well, and Lappet is 
the beſt friend I have in the world. 

Ram. Yes, Sir, all is well indeed; no thanks to 
her! Happy the maſter that has a good ſervant; a 
good ſervant is certainly the greateſt treaſure in this 
world. I have done your buſineſs for you, Sir ! I 
have fruſtrated all ſhe has been doing, denied all ſhe 


has 
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has been telling 6 hip in ſhort, Sir, I obſerved. ker 
ladyſhip in long Conference with the old 2 
mightily to ygur-intereſt, as you may it No 
ſooner was ſhe gone than I fl ps in, * 1 the 
old gentleman believe every gle able ſhe had 
told him to be a moſt confounded e; and away he 
is gone, fully determined to put an end to the affair. 
Lap. And ſign the contract! So now, Sir, you 
are ruin'd without reprieve. 
Fred. Death and confuſion ! Fool! Villain. 
gf Heyday! What is the meaning of this? 
ave I done any more than you commanded me ? 
Fred. Nothing but my curs'd ſtars could have con- 
| triv'd ſo damn'd an accident! 
| hay Ram. You cannot blame me, Sir, whatever has 
n'd. 
red. I don't blame you, nor myſelf, Si; nor any 
one. Fortune has mark'd me out for mi 25 But 
I will be no longer idle. Since I am to be ruin' d, 
TI meet my deſtruction. Leit. 


SscENE . S 
LAPPET, RAM ILIE. 


[They ftand ſome time filent looking at each other. 

Lap. I give you joy of the ſucceſs of your nego- 

4 tiations ou have approved yourſelf a moſt able 
rſon uf and I dare ſwear, when your ſkill is 
own, will not want employment. 

Ram. Do not triumph, good Mrs. Lappet : 
politician may make a 8 IJ am ſure no one 
can avoid it that is employ'd with you; for you 
© ſides ſo often, that it is impoſſible to tell at 

y time, which ſide you are on. 

| , And pray, ſirrah, what was the reaſon, of 
| * . your 
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very unlilippy 


vr Ay me to your maſter 8 for ki has told 
me all. 
Kam. Conſtience, conſtience, Mrs Lappet, the 
great guide of alf my actions! T cbuld not find in 
my heart to let him loſe his miſtreſs. 

Lap. Your mlfter is very much obliged to you, 
indeed, to loſe your own in order to preſerve his; 
for henceforth I forbid all your addreſſes, I difown 
all obligations, and revoke all promiſes: henceforth 
I would adviſe you never to open your lips to me ; 
for, if you do, it will be in van; I ſhall be deaf go 
all your little, falſe, mean, treacherous, baſe inſinu- 
ations. I would have you know, Sir, injured as I 
am, I never can nor ought to forgive. Never ſee 
my face again. Exit Lap. 

Ram. Now would ſome lovers think themſelves 


miſtreſs, nor raviſh'd' with her ſmiles ; they both 
naturally ſucceed one another, and a woman generally 


is as ſure to perform what ſhe threatens, as what ſhe” 


promiſes, 
LoveGoLD. 


Thieves! thieves! affaflination! murder! I am 
undone; all my money is gone. Whoj 
Where is the villam? Where ſhall Ind him? 
Give me my money again, villain [Catching him ſelf 
by the arm]. I am diſtracted ; I know not where I 
am, nor what I am, nor what I do. Oh! my 
money] my money! Ha ! what ſay you ? Alack-a- 


day] here is no one. The villain muſt have watch q 
his time carefully; he muſt have done it while I was 
ſigning that dam d contract: I will go to a juſtice, - 


and 


3 but I, who have had experience in 
the ſex, am never frighten'd at the frowns of a 


1 


the thief? 
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and have all my houſe put to their oaths, my ſer 
vants, my children, my miſtreſs, and m ton s 
the 
to 


prope in th houſ, and in th fret, and i 
wn, I will have them all executed; — 
world: and, if I don't find my money, 


hang myſelf afterwards, 
SCENE V. 


Layezr, LovecolD. 


Lap. Where is my poor maſter ? Oh! Sir, I can- 
not expreſs the affliction I am in to ſee you devour'd 
in this manner. How could you, Sir, when I told 
you what a woman ſhe was? How could you, Sir, 
undo yourſelf with your eyes open? 
I had I taken thy adviot, I had 

. Lap. —_— Sir! -for, alack-a-day! I am as- 
miſerable A I feel every thing far you, 
Sir; indeed I ſhall break Rn og 
count. 

12 Ine to you, if you do, 
Hz How could 4 man of yur ene marryin a 
Precipitate a manner?) 

Love, rr 
Lap. Not e 4 
Love, No, no, no. 
Lan. All's ſafe yet then; no man is quite undone, 
| till he's married. © 

Love. I am, I am undone. Oh! Lappet, I n- 
not tell it thee: I have given her a bond, a bong. of 
ia to marry her. ' 
You ſhall forfeit it. 


F | Tap. | 


Hater what? my life and foul, and, + 
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Loy. You ſhall forfeit it —— 

Love. I'll be buried alive ſooner : no, I am de- 
— I'll marry her firſt, and hang myſelf af- 
terwards, to ſave my money. 

. I ſee, Sir, you are undone ; and, if you 
ſhould hang yourſelf, I could not blame you. 

Love. Could I but ſave one thouſand by it, I would 
hang myſelf with all my heart, Shall I live to die 
not worth a groat ? 

Lap. Oh! my poor maſter! my poor mailer! 

Love. Why did I not die a year ago? Whata 
deal had I faved by dying a af ago! [4 noiſe 
without! Oh! oh} dear Lappet, ſee what that is. 
T ſhall be undone in an hour, oh ! [Lappet goes ous 
for ſome time, during which Lovegold walks about in 
confuſion] Oh! Lappet, what's the matter? 

Lap. Oh! Sir, I am ſcarce able to tell you: it is 
ſpread about the town, that you are married; and 
your wife's creditors are coming in whole flocks z 
there is one fingle debt for five thouſand pounds, 
which an attorney is without to demand. 

Love. Oh! oh! oh! let them cut my throat. 

Lap. Think what an eſcape you have had. Think, 
if you had married her — 

Love. T am as bad as married to her. 


Lap. It is impoſſible, Sir; nothing can be fo bad. 


What! you are to pay her ten thouſand pounds 
Well—and ten thouſand pounds are a ſum—They 
are a ſum, I own it—They are a ſum. But what is 
ſuch a ſum compared with ſuch a wife ? Had you 
married her, in one week you would have been in a 
priſon, Sir- | 
Love. If I am, I can keep my money; the can't 

take that from me. Mc E f 
of 


Lap. Why, Sir, you will loſe twice the 
the contract, before you know how to turn ye 
ſelf; and if you have no value for * yet, con · 
ſider, 


Wo 
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fider, Sir, ſuch is the great goodneſs of our laws, 
_ a priſon is one of the deareft places a man can 
ve in. 
Love. Ten thouſand pounds! No, I'Il be hang'd 
firſt ; I'll be hang d. | . 
Lap. Suppoſe it were poſſible, Sir (not that I be- 
lieve it is, but ſuppoſe it were poſſible), to make her 
abate a little; ſuppoſe one could bring her to eight 
thouſand? 
Love. Eight thouſand devils take her 
Lap. But, dear Sir, conſider; nay, conſider im- 
mediately; for, every minute you loſe, you loſe a 
ſum let me beg you, intreat you, my dear good 
maſter, let me prevail on you, not to be ruin'd ; be 
reſolute, Sir; conſider, every guinea you give, ſaves 
you a ſcore. . 
Love. Well, if ſhe will conſent to to eight 
hundred — but, try, do, try, if you can make her 
*bate any thing of that —If you can — you ſhall have a 
twentieth part of what ſhe bates for yourſelf. 
Tap. Why, Sir, if I could get you off for eight 
thouſand, you ought to leap out of your ſkin for joy. 
Love. Would I were out of my ſkin ! 
Tap. You will have more reaſon to wiſh ſo, when 
you are in the hands of bailiffs for your wife's ab 
Love. Why was I begotten ? Why was I born? 
Why was I brought up? Why was I not knack'd on 
the head, before I knew the value of money ? 
Lap. [Knocking without] So, ſo, more duns, I ſup- 
-- Roſe—Go but into the kitchen, or into the hall, Sir; 
and it will have a better effect upon you, than any 
thing I can ſay. | : 3 
Love. What have I brought myſelf to? What ſhall 
I do? Part with eight thouſand pounds! Miſery, 
deſtruction, beggary, priſons! but then, on the other 
ſide, are wife, chains, ruin, ſlavery, torment. I ſhall 
run diſtracted either way. [Exit Love. 
F 2 Lap. 
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| Lap. Ahl I wiſh we could once prove you ſo, you 
| old covetous good-for-nothing ! 


. 

| SCENE VI. 

| LAPPET, MARIANA. 
| 


| Mar. Well, What ſucceſs? | 
| Lap. It is impoſſible to tell : He is juſt gone into 
| the kitchen; where if he is not frighten'd into our 
deſign, I ſhall begin to deſpair. They fay, fear will 
make a coward brave; for nothing can make him 
generous. The very fear of loſing all he is worth 
| will ſcarce bring him to part with a peny. 
| Mar. Have you acquainted Frederic with my in- 
tentions ? 5 ; 
Lap. No, I aſſure you. Ah! Madam, had I not 
; been able to have kept a ſecret, I had never broug 


ht 
about thoſe affairs I have. Were I not ſecret, Lud 
have RE many a woman's reputation in this 
cown 8 
Mar. And don't you think I have kept my real 
intentions very ſecret ? : 

From every one but me, I believe you have. 
I aflure you, I knew them long before you ſent for 
me this morning to diſcoyer them to me. 

Mar. But, could you bring him to no terms, no 
propoſals ? Did he make no offers ? 

—_——— all at once, and while you 
Are * , , 
Mar. So you think, he muſt ſee me, to give any 
thing to be rid of me. TS 

Lap. Huſh, huſh! I hear him coming. 


| fa. 
SCENE 
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err 
Lovzeorp, Mariana, LAPPET. 


Love. I am undone, I am undone, I am eat up» 
I am devour'd, I have an army of cooks in my houſe. 
Lap. Dear Madam, conſider; I know eight thou- 
ſand pounds are a trifle ; I know they are nothing; 
my maſter can very well afford them; they will make 
no _ cM his — 3 and, if you ſhould hold out, 


| you wil | get more. 


RE 


* 


Love. You lye, you lye, you lye, huſſy; ſhe 
never could get more, never ſhould get more; it 
is more than I am worth; it is an immenſe fum of 
money; and I will be ſtary'd, drown'd, ſhot, 
drawn, quarter'd, and burnt, before I'll part w 
peny of it. 

For heaven's ſake, Sir ! you will ruin all— 
Madam, let me beg Tou- intreat you, to bate theſe 


two thouſand po 
as long as I know 


7 


Mar. No. x ol I ſuffer, as 

his ruin will be the conſequence, I ſhall be cafy. 
Love. Oh | bloody-minded wretch! 

Lap. Why, Sir, fince ſhe inſiſts on it, what does 

it ſignify ? ou know you are in her (= 

[Lappet whifers Love 

e. (Afide to Lappet) How] and will you fwear 


a — — againſt her? The ſhe 3 me of what 
> _u 


* 


* * 


be | break e gay buen pcm ni: 


Tap. Do . but loſe no time; give it her this 
moment. Madam, my maſter has confented 3 and, 
if you have the contract, he is ready to pay the mo- 
ney. Be ſure to break open the bureau, 


Ade to Lovegold) 
Mar. Here is the contract. 4 Td 
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Love. I'll fetch the money. It is all I have in 
the world. Be ſure to ſwear ſhe robb'd me. 
(Ade 10 Lappet) 


SCENE VII 
MaRITIANA, LAPPET. 


Mar. Sure, he will never be brought to it ! yet— 
Lap. J warrant him! but you are to pay dearer 
for it, than you imagine; for I am to ſwear a rob. 
bery againſt you. What will you give me, Madam, 
to buy off my evidence? 

Mar. And is it poſſible, that the old rogue would 
conſent to ſuch a villainy ? 

Lap. Ah! Madam, for half the ſum he would 
hang half the town. But, truly, I can never be 
made amends for all the pains I have taken on your 
account. Were I to receive a ſingle guinea a lye for 
every one I have told this day, it would make me a 
pretty tolerable fortune. Ah! Madam, what a pity 
it is, that a woman of my excellent talents ſhould be 
confin'd to ſo low a ſphere of life as I am! Had I 
been born a great lady, what a deal of good ſhould I 
have done in the world! 


SCENE N. 


LovtcoLD, MARIANA, LA PET. 


Love. Here, here, they are—All in Bank notes; 
all I am worth in the world ( Aſide to Lappet) 
I have ſent for a conſtable, She muſt not go out 
of ſight, before we have taken her into cuſtody. 
Lap. (to Lovegold) You have done very wiſely. 
Mar. There, Sir, is your contract: and now, Sir, 


I have nothing to do but to make myſelf as eaſy as I 1 
can in the loſs. | 
f SCENE 


- 
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SCENE us: 


Fiabunre, Mas „ Ma- 
RIANA, LAPPET. 


Love. Oh my money! My money! My _ : 
Fred. If this lady does not make you amends for 
the loſs of your money, reſign over ya nope conn in 


her to me, and I will engage to get it reftored to 
Love. How, firrah ! are you a confederate ? have 
you help'd to rob me? 


4 Softly, Sir! or you ſhall never PE: your 


2 ber over to you Jntirely' and may 

you ho ſtarve together! So go fetch my gold. 

Mar. You are eaſily preyail'd upon, I ſee, to re- 
ſign a right you have not; but, were I to reſign 
over myſelf, it would hardly be the man's lot to 
ſtarve, whoſe wife brings him ten thouſand pounds. 
Love. Bear witneßß, ſhe has confeſs'd ſhe has the 
ten thouſand pounds: and I ſhall proye ſhe ſtole it 
from me ; ſhe has broken open my bureau, Lappet. 
is my evidence. 20 

Lap. 1 hope I ſhall have all your pardons, and 
particularly young: Madam, whom I have moſt 1 in- 
jured. 

Love. A fig for their pardon! You : are doing a 
right action. 

Lap. Then, if there was any — you muſt 

ve robb' d yourſelf; this lady can only be the re- 
ceiver of ſtolen goods; for I ſaw you. * her the 
notes with your on hands. Ay 

Zave. How! I? You! what! what! 

Lap. And I muſt own it, with ſhame I muſt own 
 it—that the notes you gave her in exchange for the 


contract, I promis ꝗ to ſwear ſhe ſtole from you: 
ove. 


* 
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Love. I am undone, undone, undone, 


Fred, No, Sir ; your three thouſand guineas are 


ae yet; depend upon it, you ſhall find them within 
an hour in the ſame place they were firſt depoſited. 


T thought to have purchas'd a reprieve with them; 
but I nd my fortune has of itſelf beſtow'd that on 
me. 
Love. Give 'em me, give *em me, this moment, 
But then the ten thouſand pounds, where are they? 

Mar. Where they ought to be, in the hands of 
one, who, I think, deſerves them. 

Love. Sirrah ! give me my nates. 

Fred. You muſt excuſe me, Sir z I can part with 
nothing I receive from this lady. 

Love. 'Then I will $0 to law with that lady, and 

you, and all of you; 
— or juſtice, or injuſtice, will give them me. 
Es 3 

Lap. Treaties, I ſee, are going on, W ou and 
I, Ramillie, ſeem forgotten. 

Kam. Why! why! 2 ras Gene dhmelithe 


ſervice we can? What farther. have they to do with 


1 


Fred. Mrs. Lappet, be aſſured I have a juſt ſenſe 


of your favours; and both you and Ramillie ſhall 


find me grateful. For what I have ſeen lately, I 
think riches are rather to be fear'd than wiſh'd; at 


leaſt, I am ſure, avarice, which; too often attends 


wealth, is a greater evil than any that is found in 
N Miſery is generally the end of all vice: 


it is the very mark at which avarice ſeems to 
aim; the — endeavours to be wretched. 


He hoards eternal cares within his purſe; 
And what he wiſhes moſt, proves moſt his curſe, 


PINTS. — 


r J will have them again, if 


